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¥ PFC Isao James Tsuno §

1915 - 1942

Isao James Tsuno was born in 1915 in
Oakland, CA. He enlisted in the Army in
June 1941. In March 1942, his father, Minoru,
was picked up by the FBIl and separated
from the family. The rest of the Tsunos
were sent to Topaz. Minoru would be
released from Santa Fe and reunited with

y the family on October 16, 1942.
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} Loval Jay Isao was training at Fort Snelling, MN when
L Citizens ¢ he became ill and died on October 27, 1942.
He was the first soldier to die from Topaz.
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| : B T The wire notilvine the family
‘of tha daeath of Pfec,., Isso Tsuno srrived on Qects 2%,
shortly on tho haeels of 2 pratcful lottsr rddrasszd to
- Charl:s ¥, Irnst, projeet dirzdtor, Uy the stricken
vouthts brother, Iwao.

The Teunce family was first netificd of the critical
condition of the &a7-yoar-old soldier vy tol2rram from |
Fort Snelling, Minn. Ton receipt of e wirs, ths Tap-
i1ly ouickly mad.s orransomanss throush the Community
Walfara Divcision to sacure a permit for the brother
and the quardian, A». Tsutsul, to o to th. side of
the youth, confined at the 3Jtation Heespital at Tort-
Snelline. _

The pair 1:ft Tonaz on Ocetes 106, On Oct. 2ord, “imst
recelved s lectter from Iwao, stating that h. nad ar-
rived in time +to give 3 hiced transfusion, iz 2ddzd
that Mr. Tsutsul was also stending by in case another
transfuzion was n-cassary,
~ Thoe lutter deeclared that Touno now had & S0--20
chance for recov .y ard <xpracsed docp appraociation to

Brnst for th: coop.ratior he nad ofiferad. It ctatod:
.. "Mie (Isao) scumed to hava zivon up hops, bub our W9

arrival bhad helpzd ¢ groat deal.™
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SFL&"@Hﬁ Enh,_w *.'."p Under+ a c¢lear blue sky, 8

ey *‘*{tg,,a{: City-wide menorial  service,

SN e C ity Coun-
Mo puol ot sponsored by the Community

7 ﬁ”ﬁﬂ ¢il of “epaz, Wwas held at the

“ *& ll'};,-‘-'-.:i' NG PN ‘rﬁ civie¢ center Thursday afternccn

for the late Pfe. Isao Tsuno, who was stationed at

o Fort Snelling, Minn., at the time of his death,

" In conjunction with the service, & minute's silen=
m ce was observed throughout the entire Gity at 2:20 PM,

The rass for the service was conducted by the Bi-
shop R. Matsukege of +the Buddhist church, and the
- . valediction was delivered bWy the Rev. K. M. Kumata.
> In the name of the President of the TUnited Etntﬁa, 5
the corporal of the guard presented an American flag |
" to the Tsuno family. Besides the military . pdlice,
Topaz Legionnaires fermed the guard of honor.
‘Condolences were extended by Masato Maruyama, Tre-
presenting the Ceuneil,end Project Director J(Cnarles
F. Ernst., . lowering of the colors end seunding of
MTaps" clesed the drief, impressive ceremony..

¥ ﬁ'TI,'D?F final xecspects to & conrode~-in-gIms Were
d ) ’ .

present the following nisei soldiers on furlough:
Pvi. Ben Ogo, Fitzsimmons General Hospital, Denver;
Corp., Masayukl TVatonebe and Pvts Ynshio Watanabe,
.‘4‘\ Camp Crowder, Missouri; Corp. Akira- Yamauchi, Pfec.,
~ William T. Iinc and Pfc. Takemi Misaki, Camp Rmhinaﬂn,
.J . | Arkansap; Pvt. Shigeru Sasaki, © Fort Hiley, Konsas;
Cﬂrp. Jaseph iIto, Camp C:ran't Illinuw. )
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